Understanding the How’s and Why’s of White Lightning Treatments
How long do you have to keep the hooves in the boots with the treatment?

The Grand Circuit Company found 45 minutes to be the desired time.  I have taken the boots off sooner and also left them on longer.  Not sure if either showed a difference.

The gas the WL liquid produces kills pathogens on contact.  Knowing this makes me
wonder if five minutes would be adequate also.  
Do I have to hurry and get the treatment prepared with 50/50 white lightning and white vinegar into the boot and wrapped so the gas will not escape?

No, the gas will continue to produce for 6 hours.  I will make up the boots and treatments

all at once and as I complete a trim will put the boot on and begin the treatments while trimming the other hooves.
How often can I use the white lightning to help get rid of disease in the hoof?

I have used the treatments up to 3 times in one day and then again a few times during the

week without any problems with the hoof boots.  But, with the saline bags or any bag that forced the liquid up onto the back of the bulbs I would see irritation if doing several treatments back to back for the week.  I still use the saline bags without any problems when spacing the treatments out once every 3 or 4 days.  But, with the soaker boots there is never any irritation that I have found and I have done hundreds of treatments. 
Can the treatments cause damages to the hoof when there is a wound or areas open in the hoof?

I have been using the chlorine dioxide treatment on all types of damaged hooves and have never seen pain, irritation or damages to the feet during or after treatments.
Should I buy the 64 oz or try the smaller size first to see if it works for me?

Buy the larger size as you get more treatments for your buck.  The smaller bottle is good for 4 feet.
Do you have any tips how I can keep the hind soaker boots on as my horse kicks them off?

That is the beauty of the saline bags 3000 ml.  They can pump their legs and the boots don’t throw off.  Usually the 1st time will be the only time you see a small pump of the hind foot..and then they accept it.

Should I rinse off the white lightning treatment when the treatment is over?

No, you don’t need too.  

How come one of my horses got some bleaching around the hairline at the coronet?

Some black hair will turn red from the bleaching properties of the WL.  This doesn’t seem to happen to the reds or other colors
Can I do a WL treatment with a shod hoof?

No, you can however use the WL gel and smear it on the frog and areas away from the shoe.  I tell people to have their farrier do a 45 minute treatment prior to resetting the shoe.  Doing a treatment for the hoof even if the shoe undermines the hoofs health will develop a capsule with a better sole, frog and walls to protect them.  
Why do you have to seal off the boot?

It is not critical to put a choke hold of saran type wrap or bag to hold the gas producing liquid inside.

But, the company and their studies showed wrapping the boots to loosely trap the gas in was more affective with the best results.

Do you do anything prior to the hooves before the treatments?

Yes, I will put warm water in the boots and spread hay around to encourage movement and it will loosen the tight sticky area at the back of the collateral groove.  This is like putting the hooves in the wash machine.  The movement really brings the dirt out of the small crevices.  I then pour out the dirty water and put the hoof back in the boot.  I then put in the WL formula, wrapping with plastic wrap and then covering with an ace bandage.

After the boots are secure, I let them move around so the hoof will open and allow the gas to reach deeper area’s.

Should I use White lightning in the winter as a preventative?

Yes, you will see a much healthier frog and hoof.  I recommend to people that once a month during the rainy season really helps prevent frog loss.  I did a study in the winter of 2007 with right hooves and did each group with different treatment times.  One 8 horses were once a month, another 7 were every 2 months and then the really bad diseased and foundered hooves weekly.  This was during the mucky, nasty, muddy, icy times of winter and what I found was.  The worst capsules were beautiful to see, healthy frogs, closed foundered toes, and heel strength returned.  The group that was every two months didn’t really show any difference.  And the once a month group showed no real improvement until May and WOW the right feet came out of winter with much better frog coverings then the left.  I tell my clients to do a treatment monthly during the muddy rainy season so the feet have a good beginning before spring/summer. 
I did a white lightning treatment and the frog did not repair itself and I can still see disease.  Did I do something wrong?
One treatment will not be enough if you have a deep disease in the sulcus and collateral groove area.  You will need to do a couple treatments a week for at least one month.  And then one or two times during the next two months.  The diseased material will generally come off quickly, but much is hidden inside the foot you don’t see and the gas can only kill what it can reach.  Hooves that do not have frog diseases but have thin fungus soles benefit quickly.
I am doing the white lightning treatments with the 3000 ml saline bags and her bulbs were irritated and the hair was burned to a sort of brittle feel. Does the liquid mixture burn the skin if it touches it? 
With the saline bags I recommend 1 oz each vs the 2 oz each of white lightning and white vinegar.  I found that the liquid will squeeze up on the upper area of the hoof.  If I am doing daily treatments for the week, I don’t use the saline bags each time.  I found with my own horses they would have the same result you did by the third consecutive day of treatments.  I still use the bags and love them for convenience but, not for daily multiple treatments.  Two even three times a week doesn’t seem to bother the skin.  Though I have seen the hair bleach.

What is the difference with adding water to the hairline as suggested by some people, instead of just putting in the formula mix alone undiluted?
First the water does not dilute the effectiveness of the gas as it still produces gas in the water and travels right through the water to the diseases it can touch.  What the water does is help fine dirt to shed off and out of the cracks in the hoof capsule.  The gas cannot get through dirt to address the disease.

 What I do is clean before the white lightning treatment because I don’t like to soak the capsules that long.  And I also work with founders who have open toes and stretched laminae and they get soggy with the added water.

I will put warm water in the boots for about 10 minutes.  Spreading hay around so they walk a bit to agitate the water flushing the dirt out of the foot.  Then I dump the water and add the white lightning mixture.

Do you wrap the boots in saran or just ace bandages?  

I wrap with saran or any plastic wrap and run it under the heel of the boot so the fold in the back of the boot will be sealed in this loose manner but with some added sealing.  I then wrap ace bandage around the fetlock and down and under the back half of the boot.

Can the white lightning treatments hurt open wounds?

I have used it on much damaged capsules and it didn’t seem to irritate the opened tissue.  I think it is beneficial to open capsule actually.
After the white lightning treatments I see more trimming needs is it ok to use my knives with the solution still fresh on the feet?

Yes I do. It really does help to expose area’s that could have more trimming.  I do however wipe off my knives and the rasp, well; I just slip it back into the rasp sleeve.

I have not seen the moisture on the feet to eat into the metal of my knives.  But, I have seen bleach spots on my clothes.
Is white lightning the only product I can buy, I have been hearing about Oxine AH?

Because some area’s of the world could not get the marketed product of White Lightning and the benefits to the chlorine dioxide for hoof ailments, the search went on .  You see chlorine dioxide cannot be patented as it is an element.  And many companies under their on production of this gas creating liquid market it under any names.  One that came up a couple of years ago was Oxine AH.  There is another product called Clean Trax and both are used for hoof disease.  I just like the method of the white lightning.  

Can I reuse the WL after doing a treatment on another hoof?
I don’t but, I know others who have using the treatment from the front feet and putting it on the back.  Myself for the few dollars it cost I want my horses to get the most available out of the mix.  Results are what you want to see and you will always with the mix.  If you don’t then something is wrong.
